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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon
of St. Francis of Assisi
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, All praise is Yours, all glory,
all honour and all blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no mortal lips are worthy
to pronounce Your Name.
Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun,
Who is the day through whom You give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,
Of You Most High, he bears the likeness.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,
And fair and stormy, all weather's moods, by which You cherish
all that You have made.
Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water, So useful, humble,
precious and pure.
Praised be You my Lord through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night and he is beautiful and playful
and robust and strong.
Praised be You my Lord through our Sister,
Mother Earth who sustains and governs us,
producing varied fruits with coloured flowers and herbs.
Praise be You my Lord through those who grant pardon for love of
You and bear sickness and trial.
Blessed are those who endure in peace, By You Most High, they will be crowned.
Praised be You, my Lord through Sister Death,
from whom no-one living can escape. Woe to those who die in mortal sin!
Blessed are they She finds doing Your Will.
No second death can do them harm. Praise
and bless my Lord and give Him thanks,
And serve Him with great humility.

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
Annual General Meetings
Parents are invited to attend the School Board AGM, immediately followed by the Parents &
Friends AGM on Tuesday 17 November 2020 commencing at 7pm.
Our wonderful Playgroup which is coordinated by Mrs Austin will continue in 2021. A reminder to
anyone interested in joining this brilliant programme that spaces are limited. Please let Mrs Austin or
the office know if you would like to join up for the 2021 programme.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
Some handy thoughts on how we can be more environmentally friendly both at school and around
the home.
By improving our knowledge of what can be recycled, how valuable resources are recovered and
returned into the economy and making changes to our purchasing decisions, we can all contribute to
a more positive environmental future.
Paper and Cardboard
Australian households and businesses use millions of tons of paper every year. Australia has one of
the highest recycling rates of paper and cardboard in the world. Each tone of recycled paper saves 13
trees.
St Lawrence endeavours to use less paper by air-playing, airdropping and submitting work
electronically. Our apple TV’s and supporting Apps are used to share information with others in a
more sustainable way. We also recycle both paper and cardboard. We have engaged a special paper
and carboard bin options where all this waste is specifically collected and sent for recycling.
We have wonderful sustainability work taking place in all classrooms and Mrs Pizzino drives our
School Sustainability portfolio with great enthusiasm and dedication.
Plastic
Every day, Australians buy and use products made of plastic. It is estimated that marine waste,
mostly plastic, is killing more than a million sea birds and 100,000 mammals every year.
St Lawrence encourages all to have lunches where no rubbish goes in the bin. To reuse bottles for
water and reduce our use of plastics. We have a wonderful container for cash initiative happening as
well.
Organics
Organic waste is organic material such as food, garden and lawn clippings. The recycling of garden
and food organics reduces greenhouse gases as well as water consumption and protects our soil
resources. Both school and home have many opportunities to reduce our organic waste and reuse and
recycle organic waste more productively.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS: November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to
pray for the faithful departed. During November throughout most parishes Daily Mass is offered up
for the Holy Souls. November Mass Offerings envelopes are available in most churches. They can be
given with the collection, to the Parish Priest or at most parish offices.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
All outstanding 2020 school fees and levies are required to be
finalised by 30 November. We greatly understand the prevailing
circumstances of 2020. I ask if you have not finalised your
outstanding fees and you require more time, to please make an
appointment with me ASAP to discuss our options. I thank you
all in advance for your efforts to address this matter with me in
person at your earliest convenience.
In leaving you this week, I am able to reflect on just what a special and beautiful place St Lawrence
Primary School is. Sometimes we as humans forget to stop and smell the roses. Our school, our
parish and our community are just the most amazing places, filled with so many wonderful and
vibrant people. I wish to take the opportunity to remind you all of the words of Catherine McAuley.

“God does not bestow all His choicest blessings on one person. He did not give to St. Peter what He
gave to St. Paul nor to either what He gave to St. John.”
Each one of us is a gift from God and He in His infinite wisdom has bestowed great blessings and
talents on us all. These talents are different from one person to the next person, but that is the beauty
of this wonderful world. May we use our talents to care for others, to see the good, not the fault, in
the people with whom we share our journey of life with. May we encourage others, may we see
opportunities for making a real difference, may we always remember the good that is in our lives,
and when times are troubling may we be patient with the troubles… may we always strive to make
others feel good about themselves, may every opportunity we have to interact with others be an
opportunity to show Jesus’ love to another person through us.
God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE
For the souls of the faithful departed
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God,
Rest in peace amen.

HOME LEARNING TIPS

Most kids love to cook, it's hands on, it's messy
and there's plenty of room for creativity, not to
mention a sense of achievement at the end.
Teach your kids this life skill and you really
will set them up for life, combine it with
making their meal and you've set them up for
the day too. Why not cook together this week
and enjoy!

2021 TERM DATES (proposed)
SEMESTER ONE
Students: Mon 1 February - Thu 1 April
Mid-semester break: Fri 2 April - Sun 18 April
Students: Mon 19 April - Fri 2 July
Mid Year break: Sat 3 July - Sun 18 July

SEMESTER TWO
Students: Mon 19 July - Fri 24 September
Mid-semester break: Sat 25 September - Sun 10 October
Students: Mon 11 October – Last day for students tbc.

Ceremony held at 11am
led by our Year Five students

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY
We had lots of fun participating in Outdoor Classroom Day last week.
The children spent time outdoors, participating in various activities with their school
buddies. We ended the day with lunch at Grindleford Park in Balcatta where the
children had the opportunity to play and joined in various team games.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
This morning at 11am staff and students at St Lawrence attended a short,
moving ceremony to commemorate Remembrance Day and to acknowledge
and remember all who serve and have served our country. The ceremony
was led by our Year 5 students. We were extremely proud of the respect
shown by all our students during this ceremony. Thank you to Mrs Pizzino
for organising this special tribute.

SCHOOL DISCO
Our school disco will be held on Friday 20th November.
Disco hours are:
Pre-Primary to Year 2:
Year 3 to Year 6:

5.30pm to 6.30pm.
7.15pm to 8.30pm

Disco theme is 'Bright and Colourful'.
Tickets are $3 each and will be on sale from Monday 16th November. Each child will receive a drink
and a packet of chips. Due to COVID children will need to be dropped off and picked up through the
front office Pick Up. No parents will be allowed on the school grounds. Teachers will be at the gates
to supervise the children.
SWIMMING
Swimming lessons commence for students in Years 1 to 6 on Monday 23
November and will conclude on Friday 4 December. The swimming
lessons will be conducted at Terry Tyzack Aquatic Centre, Inglewood.
All children are to wear their sport uniform to school during the
swimming program. Children will need to bring bathers, a plastic bag (for wet bathers), a towel,
goggles and pool shoes. Enrolment forms and bus permission slips need to be completed and
returned to school as soon as possible, to allow the swimming instructors time to organise groups and
plan lessons.
As we draw closer to the season of Advent
when we prepare ourselves for Jesus’
birth, we are provided with the
opportunity to consider those who are less
fortunate than us and to make a donation
to the St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal.
St Vinnie’s are planning to make food hampers to share with the less fortunate containing items that
may be used for a Christmas meal. Some suggested items are plum puddings, Christmas cakes,
tinned hams, tinned fruits, jellies, lollies, boxes of chocolates, cool drinks, Christmas crackers,
custards (pre-made), fruit juices, biscuits, tea and coffee.
All donations will be gratefully received and will be used to bring joy to others in our community.
Please leave your items on the ledge in the Learning Centre in the marked location. Our school
community is always so generous. Tank you in advance for your donations which will make a
difference to a family. Donations will be collected on Wednesday 9 DECEMBER.
Mrs Gabrielle Brennan & Ms Kathleen Tranquille, Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
YEAR THREE
What an extremely busy Wellness Week we had last week with Interschool Carnival, Outdoor
classroom and Crazy Hair Day. This week hopefully we are back to normal.
In Maths we have been learning about fractions in collections and how to order fractions on a
number line. We are in the process of learning our Talk For Writing persuasive text called ‘Should
Students be Allowed to Bring Their Pet Walrus to School.’ The children are enjoying using different
coding strategies in Digital Technologies to engage characters into their stories using the Scratch
Junior application.
As we draw closer to the season of Advent, children will be asked to donate food items for the
St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal. Some suggested items are plum puddings, Christmas cakes, tinned
hams, tinned fruits, jellies, lollies, boxes of chocolates, cool drinks, Christmas crackers, custards
(pre-made), fruit juices, biscuits, tea and coffee.
Children can start bringing in their food donations as soon as possible. Just a reminder that the
School Disco is on Friday 20th December. The Year 3 to 6 time slot is from 7.15pm to 8.30pm.
Tickets will be on sale next week.
Ms Kathleen Tranquille, Year Three Teacher

YEAR FOUR
I cannot believe how fast this term is going. We have been super busy in Year 4 but have enjoyed
every moment of it!
Last week, we went on an excursion to
Scitech. The children had so much fun
exploring all the activities they had.
The Wind Turbine challenge was great
fun. Thank you to all the parents and
teachers that came to help us on the day.
We also got to celebrate Outdoor
Classroom Day with our Year 2 buddy
class. Together, we created Bee Hotels
and planted little seedlings.
Just a few reminders: our assembly is this
Friday. Due to COVID-19, parents are
still unable to attend, however, if you
would like a copy of the assembly please
provide a USB with your child’s name
clearly labelled on it. Students may come
in free dress and dress as the character
they are playing in the assembly.
Our excursion to Pasta in the Valley is next Tuesday. Please ensure all permission slips have been
brought back. Thank you to those parents who have volunteered to assist on the day. The children are
very excited for their mini chef experience!
Miss Kayla Fogliani, Year Four Teacher

YEAR FIVE
The Year Fives were reverent and prayerful
as they led the school in the Remembrance
Day service today. We are halfway through
our leadership speeches and I am so proud of
the way that the students have conducted
themselves during this whole process.
They worked extremely hard to plan, write
and practise their speeches in class and
deliver these to the staff and Year Four
students. Congratulations to the
Environment and Faith Leaders who have
already presented and good luck to the
Student and Sport Leaders who will present
on Thursday and Friday. It is wonderful to
see all the children step up and I can’t wait
to see them as our leaders in 2021.

Last week we celebrated Outdoor Classroom Day and Crazy Hair Day during Wellness Week as well
as taking part in the Interschool Carnival. Well done to all the Year Five competitors for their
excellent effort and sportsmanship, especially during the team games. Have a great week.
Mrs Roselyn Pizzino, Year Five Class Teacher

YEAR SIX
The Year Six students were outstanding
leaders and competitors at the Interschool
Carnival, making great contributions to St
Lawrence winning the seniors’ trophy and
the games trophy. Thank you to the many
parents who were able to come to our
special Assembly last Friday. We enjoyed
sharing Remembrance Day with our Year
One buddies and made a poppy wreath
together.
With the disco next week, we have made
posters and designed the ticket to be used
and are busy working on our dance
routines. Next week we will be selling
disco tickets before school and at
lunchtime. We are looking forward to
joining our buddies for swimming in two
weeks.

Mr Phil Haydon, Year Six Teacher

SCHOOL EVENTS
A big thank you to staff, students and parents for their wonderful efforts during Outdoor Classroom
Day and Crazy Hair Day last week. It was fantastic to see the community come together to learn and
play in the great outdoors and an awesome way to celebrate our last Wellness Week for 2020.
Mrs Roselyn Pizzino, Year Five Teacher

SCHOOL DISCO

LIBRARY NEWS
Thank you to all the children who participated in our
Book Week book cover competition.
We had entries from every class from Pre-Primary to
Year 6 which was an outstanding effort. Prizes and
certificates of participation will be handed out on
Friday.
At our assembly on Friday, our local member, David Michael will be attending to present a Book
Week book to the school.
Craft Club
Mrs Frenzel will be conducting a Craft Club session next Wednesday 18th November in the library
at 1pm. Mrs Frenzel always creates amazing craft ideas for the children, and the sessions she holds
are extremely popular. We look forward to seeing a large group of enthusiastic artists in the library
next week.
Mrs Jane Stanton, Teacher Librarian

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
2021 PRE-PRIMARY STUDENTS
Students commencing Pre-primary in 2021 are required to wear a compulsory uniform including the
St Lawrence school bag. Uniform Order forms are available from the school office. Please order the
required uniforms as soon as possible.
Parents, that have placed uniform orders for your child, they are now ready for collection.
Payment is required by cash, cheque or eftpos. Thank you.
COLLECTION OF UNIFORMS FOR YEAR 1, 2021
Uniform orders that have been placed for your child for commencement of Year 1, 2021 are now
ready for collection. Please note that payment is required by cash, cheque or EFTPOS.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Wednesday 8.30 am to 9.30am and Thursday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Mrs Angie Miola, Uniform Shop Manager

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
Congratulations to all students in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 who represented the school
last Wednesday at the NECPSA Interschool Athletics Carnival.
I was so impressed with the effort that our students put in both in training leading
up to the event and on the day. I was delighted that we came away with the awards
for Senior overall trophy and the Team games trophy. It really was an excellent
team effort with many wonderful individual performances.
Thanks to all staff and parents who supported our fantastic students and particularly to Sue Del
Borrello who enthusiastically gave so much time to help out during Physical Education Lessons.
Well done to all, you are wonderful ambassadors for our school. I was extremely proud of how you
all conducted yourselves.
Mrs Claire Major, Physical Education Teacher

CANTEEN NEWS
THANK YOU
• To my helpers for last week, Natalie M and Lyan J.
•

To everyone for your offers of help. If you are able to help for the last day of term,
11th December, this would be appreciated.

SUSHI SPECIAL
• Wednesday 25th November we will have a sushi special:
5 piece $5.50 or 6 piece $6.50
Chicken Teriyaki, Vegetarian or Tuna
Pre order now, by 20th November
CANTEEN MENU
The Swimming Lesson Menu for weeks 7 and 8 to accommodate the 3 different lunch times, will be
on the next week’s newsletter.
Unfortunately, due to supply issues with pizza bases, they will not be available to order on Friday.
We apologise for the inconvenience.

Please note the cost of the
Christmas Raffle tickets:
$5 each or 3 for $10.

Thank you all for your
support.

Christina, Fran and Antonella,
2020 Canteen Staff

