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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

October is the month of the Rosary. We are encouraged
to spend time in prayer each day. The Rosary is a great
prayer to focus our attention on Jesus, to express our
gratitude and to place our intercessions before God.
Current scholarship traces the development of the Rosary to
the High Middle Ages period. The month of October each
year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily
due to the fact that the liturgical feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary is celebrated annually on October 7. It was instituted
to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the
protection that she gives the Church in answer to the
praying of the Rosary by the faithful.

The feast was introduced by Pope St. Pius V (1504-1572) in the year 1571 to commemorate the
miraculous victory of the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571. The pope
attributed more to the "arms" of the Rosary than the power of cannons and the valour of the soldiers
who fought there.
Legend tells us that the Rosary as a form of prayer was given to St. Dominic (1170- 1221) by Mary,
the Mother of Our Lord, who entrusted it to him as an aid in the conflicts with the Albigensians. The
Dominican pope, St. Pius V, did much to further the spread of the Rosary and it thereafter became
one of the most popular devotions in Christendom.

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
Welcome back to Term Four. How fast the year seems to have passed. Term Four is always an
exciting term and one full of many events and obligations. Please ensure you check the term calendar
and mark dates for any events pending that your families will be required to attend. E.g. Graduation,
End of Year Celebrations, Interschool Sports Carnivals etc. Many of these events will be impacted
by the COVID-19 circumstances. However as always, I’m certain you will all support our school as
we endeavour to keep everyone safe, happy and healthy.
Our summer uniform is now the official uniform…we allow a two-week period of grace between the
summer and winter uniform and to make sure any cooler weather has passed. Hats, sunscreen and
water bottles are also required.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
On Monday our school hosted a shared Professional Learning Event for staff. The content of the
event focused upon our Vison for Learning and developing a Mathematical Teaching Position
Statement. Developing a school’s staff understanding of a clear Vision for Learning and supported
by strong statements pertaining to different learning areas help all staff and community members
develop a robust and vigorous understanding of the learning agenda of a school. This enables the
school to have a clear focus on the learning goals and how best to empower the achievement of these
goals. It helps set teachers and students up for success. By developing these key documents and
strong understandings around them and their implications for the learning that abounds within the
school. Ultimately the staff, parents and children all desire success in their efforts. Working together
is pivotal to this success, but research also clearly articulates the importance of the school and staff
having clear and well-defined parameters and visons for learning. Once set, staff can continue their
professional development to enhance their prelogical practices continuously and throughout their
careers.
The staff from St Thomas Primary in Claremont joined St Lawrence staff to embark on the initial
development of a school Position Statement on Teaching Mathematics. This works in conjunction
with the core work staff have been doing on developing our Vison for Learning. These have been
very exciting events and certainly enhance the already outstanding practice in place here at St
Lawrence. I believe strong schools should and must have robust professional development to
support the staff and empower best opportunity for student learning.
It was a very lovely and rich experience to see both schools coming together and working
enthusiastically for the best outcomes for our boys and girls.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
Purpose
As noted on many occasions schools must have a Code of Conduct for all who enter the school
grounds. The purpose of the Code of Conduct is to describe minimum standards of conduct in all
behaviour and decision making to ensure the safety and well-being of students.
Conduct Statements
1. You act safely and competently.
2. You give priority to students’ safety and well-being in all your behaviour and decision making.
3. You act in accordance with the values of the Gospel as defined in the Code of Ethical Conduct.
4. You conduct yourself in accordance with laws, agreements, policies and standards relevant to
your relationship with the school community.
5. You respect the dignity, culture, values and beliefs of each member of the school community.
6. You treat personal information about members of the school community as private and
confidential.
7. You give impartial, honest and accurate information about the education, safety and well-being
of students.
8. You support all members of the school community in making informed decisions about
students.
9. You promote and preserve the trust and privilege inherent in your relationship with all members
of the school community.
10. You maintain and build on the community’s trust and confidence in Catholic schools and the
Church.
11. You act reflectively and ethically.
12. You allow students to have a voice in their education, safety and well-being.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
Warm weather approaching!
Hydrating:
Water is an essential nutrient for life, needed for many processes in the body. The body constantly
loses water through the skin and lungs. Active children may become dehydrated more easily than
adults, so it is important to replace fluids regularly throughout the school day. Plain water should be
the most commonly consumed drink, as it provides fluid without any kilojoules. Having a water
bottle at school allows the students to access it during class and stay hydrated.
Sun Safety
Slip Slop Slap
We advise students to apply sunscreen in the mornings before they come to school and require all
students to wear their School Hat when they are outside, to protect them from the hot, Australian sun.
The school policy is NO HAT, NO PLAY.
Please provide your child with a correct school hat, so that the children can play happily and stay
protected.
I have always enjoyed reading a good Dr Seuss book. I believe much wisdom is found within the
whimsical writing. So, I leave you with a very simple but profound few words…

The more that you read, the more things you will know, the more
that you learn, the more places you’ll go.
Dr. Seuss
God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE
During October our prayers are focussed on the Rosary
and our devotional practices to Our Lady.
May many people come to know Mary
and see her as a role model of piety and love for all.

2021 School Year
If you know that your child/children will not be attending St Lawrence Primary School in 2021,
please complete this form and return to the school office as soon as possible. This allows us to
make offers of placement to families on our waitlist and finalise arrangements for the new school
year.
Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020:_ ________

Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020: ________

Name of destination school: _____________________________________________________
Or unknown at this stage (circle)
Parent/Guardian: __________________________________

Signed: ________________________________________ Dated: __________________

HOME LEARNING TIPS – Family Wellness
Story-telling is a great way to extend your child’s language and listening skills, as well as expanding
their imagination. Either you can tell the story or encourage your child to tell the story.
Story-telling might be about:
. A favourite character from a book or television programme.
. Another family member.
. Your child’s favourite toy.
Here are some tips to start your storytelling:
. Make it exciting, with different voices, puppets, props or a finger play.
. Start with what interests your child.
. Create a character and setting.
Enjoy these rich opportunities to come together as a family. Make it a special time when all can be
present and participate, either telling a story or actively listening. Often our Grandparents and
extended family members are a great resource for telling a story…It also provided a great
opportunity for different family members to come together and enjoy the joys of family.

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
WELCOME BACK
Welcome to Term 4, we hope everyone has had a restful and well-deserved break, and each of you is
looking forward to the final term for 2020. Our students, in their summer uniforms arrived looking
happy and enthusiastic to be back at school, as were our hardworking staff, after a refreshing break.
Term 4 is not only a term when there are ceremonies to mark the transitions to the next phase of
learning journeys for our Year 6 students, but also a term when the Leadership Team and the staff at
St Lawrence review goals and processes and plan our strategic initiatives for 2021, to ensure that our
school has a constant improvement framework in place.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
A meeting will be held tonight for the parents of
children in Year 3 who are receiving the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. The meeting will take place in the
school hall at 7pm. The information presented at the
meeting will help families recognise that through
Reconciliation we forgive ourselves and others; we
learn from our mistakes; and that with God’s help we
have the power to keep changing things for the
better. There will also be a Reconciliation family workshop on Wednesday 21 October at 5.30pm or
7.00pm. We pray that through Reconciliation the children will experience a sense of peace from
admitting things they are sorry for, saying sorry and hearing the words of forgiveness.
CONFIRMATION PHOTOGRAPHS
A CD-ROM has been sent home with children in Year 6 who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation at the end of Term 3. Please complete the order form enclosed with the CD Rom and
follow the instructions if you wish to purchase photographs to remember this special occasion.
ROSARY
In our Australian Catholic tradition October is designated as the Month of the Rosary. The praying of
the Rosary is a wonderful way to get into the habit of daily prayer. In this month of October, let us
consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary as a means that we can use to help ourselves and our
families draw closer to Jesus and Mary by meditating on the great mysteries of our salvation. Mary’s
message is particularly important for us during these times. We need her intercession in a world that
is desperately in need of unity, hope and peace. Our students will honour Mary by praying a decade
of the Rosary together at line up during the month of October.
SWIMMING LESSONS
Swimming lessons commence for students in Years 1-6 on Monday 23
November and conclude on Friday 4 December. The swimming lessons
will take place at Terry Tyzack Aquatic centre in Inglewood. Further
Information regarding swimming lessons will be sent home next week.

Mrs Gabrielle Brennan & Miss Kathleen Tranquille
Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
PRE KINDY
Well it is Term 4 already and it is going to be exciting! Mrs Fiorenza and I can hardly wait to see all
the children again. We hope everyone had a fantastic and relaxing holiday. We will start with the
focus ALL ABOUT FUN. A reminder to keep providing those yummy healthy snacks and lunches.
Book change is tomorrow and we hope that everyone is enjoying sharing the stories at home. It will
be a great term; however it is only nine weeks so it will go very quickly.
You will receive a letter regarding the Kindergarten Parent Night with Mrs Rachel Wake to be held
on Tuesday, 27th October at 6pm. Please place the date in your diaries.
Our beautiful Spring weather will allow us to have lovely outdoor play so please include hats in your
child’s bag.
Mrs Kaylene Bozich, Pre Kindy Teacher
KINDERGARTEN
Welcome back to all the parents and children
in Kindy! I hope the holidays were relaxing
and everyone is refreshed and ready for the
last term of the year. We have a busy but
exciting 9 weeks ahead. We have begun our
focus on ‘The Weather’ and this week we
planted our own grass seeds. We really want
to focus on writing names so every morning
the children will trace over the dotted line and
will now have a go at writing the letters in
their names on the black line.
We are moving on to learning the next group
MRCHED of letters as a class. We are
looking forward to having a go at forming
these letters through play. For news this term
we will be doing a News Circle on Fridays.
Children will be given a chance to discuss the
topic of the week. This week's topic is
“Favourite type of weather to play in and
why ''. Students can bring in an object to
discuss or a photo or picture to help them
with their news.
Mrs Rachel Wake, Kindergarten Teacher
PRE PRIMARY
I would like to welcome all the families and students back for the start of Term Four.
I truly hope all the students and families had time to relax and spend lots of quality time together
over the school holidays.
This term in Pre-Primary we will begin looking at Fairy tales. We are reading the Three Little Pigs
this week and next week we will retell the story using the Talk for writing program.
In Religion, we are talking about Baptism and how we got our names. I will be sending a form home
for you to complete; can you please return it so that the children can discuss their name with the
class.
In Numeracy, we will continue to revise number sequencing, counting forwards and backwards and
we will look at sharing in equal groups.
This term will go very fast! Here are a few reminders for your diary:
Friday 13th November: Fairy tale Day - children can dress up in their favourite fairy tale character.
Friday 4th December: Pre Primary Assembly - The Nativity.
Mrs Tania Preston, Pre Primary Teacher

YEAR ONE
I hope everyone had a wonderful break and the children are ready for lots of
learning as we start our last term of Year One together.
In Maths we will be learning about sharing a set of objects into two
groups(half) and learning about Australian coins.
As part of our Design, English and Geography programs we will be
researching animal habitats and designing and creating an animal diorama.
If you could please provide a shoe box to build the diorama it would be most
appreciated.
Mrs Gloria Edwards, Year One Teacher

YEAR TWO
Term 4 already! How time files!
I hope you all had a lovely and safe holiday and are
well rested.
We have a busy term ahead so please remember to
check SeeSaw regularly for important dates and
information. Again, a huge thank you to those parents
who attended the zoo excursion in the last week of
school. I really appreciate your assistance in making
the day run smoothly. I have been so impressed with
how all the students have come back from the
holidays ready to learn and straight back into routine.
In maths we will continue to work on addition of two
digit numbers with regrouping and then move onto
subtraction. We begin a new Talk For Writing topic
on narrative as we explore fantasy tales. In the next
coming weeks, you will receive some information on
SeeSaw with regards to the BYOD Portal from JB HIFI.
Miss Allison Spagnolo, Year Two Teacher
YEAR THREE
Welcome back to Term 4 and the race to the finish line begins. I hope that most of you enjoyed the
opportunity to engage in some extended and enjoyable time with your families over the holidays.
This Term promises to be entertaining and extremely busy. We start off with a bang, Reconciliation
Parent Night on Wednesday 14th October at 7.00pm. The Reconciliation Family Workshop is on
21st October at 5.30 or 7pm in the Learning Centre.
CHANGE OF DATE- The Reconciliation Retreat Day has been changed to Wednesday 21st
October. Children will be able to wear free dress for this event.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is on 28th October at 6.30pm. Children will not be required to
wear their school uniform however, a neat and appropriate outfit is encouraged.
On Monday 26th October the Year 3s will be travelling to Servite to participate in a STEM
excursion. The children will be working across Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
to complete hands-on challenges, investigations and group work. The permission slip for this
excursion will be sent out next week.
Miss Kathleen Tranquille, Year Three teacher and IT Co-ordinator

YEAR FOUR
Welcome back to Term Four. I hope the holidays were relaxing and everyone is well-rested, ready for our
final term of Year Four. We have a very busy but exciting term ahead of us filled with lots of learning, our
assembly, school excursions and swimming lessons. In Mathematics, we are continuing to work on fractions
looking at converting Improper Fractions to Mixed Numbers. Our next focus for Talk for Writing is looking at
Persuasive texts. Yesterday we completed our Cold Task answering; Are dogs better than cats? We have
started a new unit of work in Religion looking at Penance and the relationships that we share with people.
Miss Kayla Fogliani, Year Four Teacher

YEAR FIVE
Welcome back to our last term together in Year Five! A big welcome to Steffany who joined our
class this week. We are thrilled that you are part of our class and cannot wait to get to know you
better. We have a busy term ahead of us with many things including excursions, Interschool
Carnival, Outdoor Classroom Day, presenting our speeches for 2021 leadership roles, school disco,
swimming lessons and the Christmas Nativity.
We were fortunate enough to end
Term Three with Zoo Camp. A big
thank you to the Year Fives for their
wonderful behaviour and participation
during Zoo Camp. I was extremely
proud of all of them and impressed by
the way in which they represented our
school.
On Thursday we will be going on our
Perth Street Art Excursion.
A reminder that the children will need
to have their recess, water bottle and
hat with them in a small
backpack. Many children have begun
the term without many resources,
namely headphones, glue sticks and
scissors.
Have a great week.

Mrs Roselyn Pizzino, Year Five Teacher
YEAR SIX
A CD was sent home with your son/daughter on Tuesday with all the photos from Confirmation on
it. If you want to order a print, please complete the form enclosed with the CD and payment. Return
all to the office.
We are focussing on Federal Government and the Constitution, which is very much in the news
lately. It would be a good opportunity to discuss current events with your son/daughter.
The one and only Year Six Assembly is set for Friday 30th October. We are hoping the Premier lifts
current restrictions to allow us to have parents attend. We will soon be preparing for the Interschool
Athletics Carnival which is scheduled for 4th November.
Mr Phil Haydon, Year Six Teacher

LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome back to Term 4!
This term, we will be celebrating Book Week, but it will be a bit different from our celebrations in
previous years.
Due to COVID restrictions, we are unable to hold a Book Character Parade this year. We will be
presenting some activities in the library next week at lunchtime on Tuesday and Wednesday, and we
will be holding a Book Cover Design Competition. Please see attached ‘Design a Book Cover
Competition’ flyer.
Today, we are beginning our celebrations in the hall. Mr Carey is going to read a new book to the
whole school. The book is another “Pig” story by the ever-popular Aaron Blabey.
The Book of the Year Winners will be announced this Friday at 12pm AEST, and I will be adding a
summary to the newsletter next week.

I hope you all have a lovely term.

Mrs Jane Stanton, Teacher Librarian

CANTEEN NEWS
Welcome back to term 4!
Please use the current online menu. If you need to order lunch bags, they are available in bundles of
20 for $1.50.
Roster for term 4
Week 2 -year 3
Week 3- year 2
Week 4 - year 1
Week 5 - year 6
Week 6 - year 5
Week 7 - year 4
Week 8 - year 3
Week 9 - year 2
Help is needed on Thursday or Friday. Your help is very much appreciated, please see me, even if
you are available for a few hours.
Please note that in week 4 the canteen will not be opening on Wednesday 4th November due to the
Interschool Carnival. It will be opened on Monday 2nd November.
Christina, Fran and Antonella, 2020 Canteen Staff

The St Lawrence School Community is taking part in the Containers for Change program through
the City of Stirling. We will be collecting eligible aluminium, glass, plastic, steel and liquid
paperboard drink containers and then receiving a refund for the containers. Please see the website
below for eligible containers. Monies received will be used to purchase sustainability resources to be
used throughout the school. This is an exciting initiative which will benefit our environment and
encourage recycling within our community. Please support our school by placing your eligible
containers in the clearly labelled tubs in the Learning Centre. Containers must be clean, empty and
with the lids off. Thank you for your support. https://www.containersforchange.com.au/wa/

Mrs Roselyn Pizzino, Year Five Teacher

COMMUNITY NEWS

Scoliosis
Scoliosis is an abnormal sideways curvature of the spine. It can be detected by a
simple examination of the back.
The normal spine has three curves – one in the neck, on in the upper back and one in
the lower back. These curves can be seen from the side, but when you look from
behind the spine should appear straight. If the spine has a sideways curve, this is
scoliosis.
An information leaflet about Scoliosis will be distributed to all year 6 students. Please
read through the information provided and check your child for scoliosis as described
in the leaflet.
If you have any concerns, please contact your General Practitioner.
Community Health
Clinical Nurse | Central West Region
14 Chesterfield Rd Mirrabooka WA 6061
m 0420945025 | e caroline.armstrong@health.wa.gov.au

