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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

Dear Parents and Friends
In the book Winnie the Poo, there is a passage in which Winnie the Pooh, Piglet and Rabbit get lost.
Rabbit, the frantic intellectual, keeps steering them in circles. Then he leaves, and Pooh tells Piglet,
“Let’s go home.” “But, Pooh,” cries Piglet, “do you know the way?” “No,” says Pooh. “But there
are 12 pots of honey in my cupboard and they have been calling to me for hours. I couldn’t hear their
voices before because Rabbit would talk, but if nobody says anything…I shall know where they are
calling from.”
Sometimes we need to ‘quiet the Rabbit’ in our minds until we hear the pots of honey speaking to us.
Many great Saints recount that it was in the stillness, the silence, the tranquillity, that was the place
where they heard the voice of God. I recount this scene as it is time to remain settled, a time to focus
on the last few weeks of term for 2020 and a time to let our teachers and children focus on
concluding the school year and commence the celebrations of the birth of Jesus. Maybe in the quiet,
we too will hear the pots of honey that are calling us, maybe we will hear the voice of God.

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
Our last term of the year is quickly passing us by. Our dedicated staff are busy ensuring our students
are being well prepared and supported as they complete their school year and begin the transition
into the next stage of their learning and development. It is certainly a demanding time of the year,
especially as teachers finalise the reporting process and as students continue their learning. It is
wonderful that we have such a supportive and nurturing community to assist during these
challenging periods of the year. I thank all the children for directing their energies towards their
studies, the staff for their dedication and hard work and all community members for assisting our
students and school at this very busy time.
Keeping the tranquillity in the home and ensuring routines are adhered to as closely as possible really
helps children settle and remain productive during busy times. Regular sleep times and healthy
balanced meals are a significant factor in the success children experience at school. As I have often
stated in the newsletter, research is very clear that a child’s family life is a critical indicator on the
success a child will experience at school.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
Big thank you to all who attended the St Lawrence Primary School Annual General Meeting. The
AGM is a legal requirement of Catholic Schools and provides the community with the opportunity
to be part of a P&F and a Board Meeting. The financial reports are shared with the community as are
numerous other mandated reports that articulate the schools progress and attainment of objectives.
The school also outlines its coming years plans and any other relevant information. Thank you to all
the staff and community members who attended.
Keep your kids safe online
When your kids start to interact on the Internet -- playing games, watching YouTube videos,
socialising in virtual worlds, getting homework help, and searching on Google -- you may feel that
you're losing control over your kids' world.
The best way to ‘wrap your arms’ around your kids' online activities is to spend some time with them
while they're visiting their favourite sites. Talk with them about what they like and what they don't.
Why Internet safety matters
Kids today can go online from so many different sources, including video game consoles, iPhones
and smart phones, and even handheld gaming devices. Young people are increasingly living their
lives online, and their digital devices are some of their favourite toys and tools.
Shouldn’t this new playground be a safe and nice place? With your guidance, it can be. Teaching
internet safety early will have lasting rewards for you and your kids.
Internet Safety Basics
Help your kids understand that they should:
• Never share their names, schools, ages, phone numbers, or addresses;
• Never send pictures to strangers;
• Keep passwords private (except to parents);
• Never open email from strangers – it may contain viruses that can harm a computer; and
• Immediately tell an adult if something mean or creepy happens.
Strategies for a responsible -- and safer -- online life
• Visit only age-appropriate sites. Check out the site before your kids visit it. Know what
features and what content exist and make sure they’re good for your kids.
• Search safely. Use safe search settings for young kids or think about applying filtering software
to limit inappropriate exposure.
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Avoid strangers. Tell your kids that people aren’t always who they say they are in cyberspace.
Explain that if someone they don’t know talks to them, they shouldn’t respond but should let you
know.
Be a good cyber citizen! Remind kids that an Internet playground is still a playground and they
need to play nicely. A good rule of thumb: If they wouldn’t do something in real life, they
shouldn’t do it online. Find out how your children can report mean behaviour or unkind content
on their favourite sites and teach them how to do it.
Online cheating? It’s still cheating and it’s a no-no – pure and simple.
Keep the computer in a central place. So you can see what’s going on.
Establish expectations and limits about the amount of time your children spend online and what
they do. Create a family media agreement for the amount of time spent online.
View your own habits carefully. You are their role models.

But, mostly, be involved and have fun with them! Keeping kids safe and teaching them how to use
digital technology responsibly is all about staying involved. Start by showing interest in the sites they
visit and the games they play and your job will be a lot easier when they start exploring these
technologies more independently
Staffing: We are currently finalising staffing for 2021. Once all contracts have been drawn and
finalised Leadership will be able to settle positions for 2021. I will inform the community of staffing
for 2021 once these matters have been addressed.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
Giving Tree
Over the next few weeks, you will notice our Christmas Giving Tree set up in
the Learning Centre. Thank you to Mrs Baker and Mrs Howley for coordinating this worthwhile project.
If your family would like to participate, please have your child select a gift tag
and purchase a gift for the child outlined on the tag. We suggest that you take
your child to the shops and give them the opportunity to use their own money
to buy their gift which will be donated to a child in need.
Please wrap your gift, attach the gift tag and leave it under the Giving Tree.
Gifts will be collected on Wednesday 9 December and distributed by St
Vinnie’s. Parents will be allowed to come to the school to place your child’s
gift under the tree in the Learning Centre.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
The Schools Annual Budget has been submitted. A sincere thank you to The Board for their
diligence in maintaining St Lawrence Primary School in a very strong financial position. Details
were presented at last night’s AGM. I take this opportunity to thank Mr Fraser Clarke our Board
Chair who has admirably navigated this year with all its turbulence with ease and calmness. I also
express our sincere gratitude to Mr Michael Mucciarone, who continues as our Board Treasurer in
2021. Michael’s dedication and commitment to St Lawrence is exemplary. All our Board Members
graciously give of their time and talents to support our school and community and the highest praise
should be given to each member of our Board for their service, enthusiasm and kindness.

Feast of Christ the King
Feast of Christ the King, is celebrated in the Roman Catholic church in honour of Jesus Christ as Lord over all
creation. Essentially a magnification of the Feast of the Ascension, it was established by Pope Pius XI in
1925. Originally, it was celebrated on the last Sunday in October, but in the revised liturgical calendar
promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1969, it was moved to the last Sunday of Ordinary Time (immediately
preceding Advent), where its theme of Christ’s dominion made it a fitting end to the liturgical year. The festival
is also observed in Lutheran, Anglican, and other Protestant churches.
This Feast in 2020 falls on Sunday 22 November and will signify the end of Ordinary Time in the Liturgical
calendar and our move into Advent in preparation for The Nativity of the Lord.

God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE
We pray for all the deceased members and friends in our community.

HOME LEARNING TIPS

Most kids love to cook, it's hands on, it's messy and
there's plenty of room for creativity, not to mention
a sense of achievement at the end. Teach your kids
this life skill and you really will set them up for
life, combine it with making their meal and you've
set them up for the day too. As Chritmas looms
families can spend some wonderful times in the
kitchen creating some absoluty adorable Chritmas
foods…they make good gifts as well!

MERIT AWARD WINNERS

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
ST VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL
A reminder that we are collecting food items for the St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal.
St Vinnie’s are planning to make food hampers to share with the less fortunate containing items that
may be used for a Christmas meal. Some suggested items are plum puddings, Christmas cakes,
tinned hams, tinned fruits, jellies, lollies, boxes of chocolates cool drinks Christmas crackers,
custards (pre-made), fruit juices, biscuits.
All donations will be gratefully received and will be used to bring joy to others in our community.
Please leave your items on the ledge in the Learning Centre. Donations will be collected by
St Vinnie on Wednesday 9 DECEMBER.

WHOLE SCHOOL NATIVITY
We are all very excited about our upcoming Whole School Nativity on Thursday 10 December. The
Whole School Nativity is compulsory for all students. Mrs Freeman, the drama teacher, has
communicated information regarding costumes to each class. Please send your costumes to school
so they can be safely kept with their teachers until the big day. Thank you for your co-operation.
BOOKLISTS
In 2021 the Pre Primary to Year six student’s booklists will be ordered in bulk and all items will be
sent directly to the school. The classroom teachers will send children’s books and stationery home in
week 9 to be labelled and covered and items to be returned back to school on the first day of 2021.
GRADUATION CELEBRATION
This year the Graduation celebrations will start with the Year six students celebrating mass with the
St Lawrence school community on Tuesday 8th December at 9am in the church. At 6pm they will
have a meal with their parents outside the hall.
A Graduation Liturgy will follow after the meal where the Year 6 awards will be presented.
SCHOOL DISCO
Our school disco will be held this Friday.
Disco hours are:
Pre Primary to Year 2: 5.30 pm to 6.30pm.
Years 3 to 6:
7.15pm to 8.30pm
Disco theme is 'Bright and Colourful'. Due to COVID children will need to be dropped off and
picked up through the front office Pick UP. No parents will be allowed on the school grounds.
Teachers will be at the gates to supervise the children.
PTO
The PTO online booking system will be used again to organise Parent interviews for this term. An
email has been sent to all parents with log in details. Parent interviews are not compulsory. Parent
Interviews are scheduled from Monday 30th November to Friday 4th December.

Miss Kathleen Tranquille & Mrs Gabrielle Brennan, Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
PRE KINDY
Our very exciting theme of Christmas began last week and we only have four more Pre Kindy days
left. We are learning about the birth of baby Jesus at Christmas time and why we give each other
presents. It is a very special time, and we have some lovely toys and games to play with in class.
I encourage you to allow your children to become even more independent in readiness for their year
of Kindy that is approaching – even faster that you can imagine! We also value the efforts you have
put in with the Take Home Story Books. This is very important in the preparation of your child’s
Literacy readiness.
Mrs Kaylene Bozich, Pre Kindy Teacher
KINDERGARTEN
We had a wonderful time on our excursion to AQWA today. I would like to make special mention to
our parent helpers Mrs Fay, Ms Fernandez and Miss Healy. Our picnic lunch was enjoyable and
learning about all the different sea creatures. Our focus on Christmas begins next week. We ask that
parents please bring in a Christmas box, the size of a standard shoe box. These can be purchased
from the Red Dot or the Reject Shop. It will be a special box and the children will keep their
Christmas cards and crafts in the box to take home in the last week of school. Have a great week.

Mrs Rachel Wake, Kindergarten Teacher

PRE PRIMARY
Last week we had our Fairy-tale Day! We had such a fun day which started with an amazing high tea
followed by a visit from Goldilocks! She told us all about her visit to the Three Bears house and how
she wrote a letter to them to say sorry for going into their house without being invited in! The
children absolutely loved the visit from Goldilocks!
Tomorrow we are going on our excursion. To SciTech – another exciting day for the Pre Primary
children! Please remember:
Students are to wear their school uniform. They will be having their recess at school but will be
eating their lunch at SciTech. All students will need to bring their lunch in a labelled, disposable
bag and labelled disposable drink bottles.
It has been lovely to have Sophia Lombardo join us for the past two weeks from Servite College. She
has been wonderful with the children and we are going to miss her very much!!

Mrs Tania Preston, Pre Primary Teacher
YEAR ONE
Our Year One class picnic will take place this Friday 20th November at the Jo Wheatley playground.
Families are welcome to join us for a play and a picnic lunch. We will depart school at 9.30 and
arrive at the playground by 10am. We will depart the playground at 1.30pm and travel back to
school. Thank you for returning the children’s permission slips.
The children are all looking forward to the disco on Friday evening and swimming lessons next
week. A reminder that the children will need to wear their sport uniform every day and bring all
items (clearly labelled) in a labelled plastic bag or swimming bag.
As we draw closer to Advent, we are asked to consider those less fortunate and donate food items for
our St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal. Any items of non-perishable foods would be gratefully accepted.
Please leave any items on the window bench in the Learning Centre.
Mrs Gloria Edwards, Year One Teacher

YEAR TWO
It is going to be a busy end to the term!
Just a reminder that the portal for BYO devices closes this Friday 20th November. Please check your
email/Seesaw with regards to how all devices will be set up for 2021 as this information is very
important. Week 7 & 8 are swimming lessons and it would a great help if the children practiced
getting themselves dressed in the morning at home in order to help with the process at school.
Interviews will take place in weeks 7 & 8. I will email any parents who require an interview by
Friday 20th November. On Monday 7th December we will have our end of year excursion to Event
Cinemas Innaloo. We will be watching ‘Combat Wombat’. There is no need for parent helpers for
this excursion.
Miss Allison Spagnolo, Year Two Teacher

LIBRARY NEWS
There were some very excited children at the assembly
last Friday who received their prizes for their entries in
the Book Cover Competition. We certainly have some
talented artists at St Lawrence, choosing a winner
from each class was very difficult.
Next week will be the last week for the children to borrow library books for the year. This allows us
to check the library collection in preparation for 2021. Lexiles readers will still be available for
borrowing until Week 9. During the holidays, children on the Lexile program will have access to the
online resources on the Literacy Pro site.
Mrs Jane Stanton, Teacher Librarian.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

2021 PRE-PRIMARY STUDENTS
Orders are now ready for collection and payment. Please make sure
uniforms are collected as soon as possible.
Pre-primary in 2021 are required to wear a compulsory uniform
including the St Lawrence school bag.
YEAR 1 STUDENTS 2021
Uniform orders for students commencing Year 1 in 2021 are now
ready for collection as soon as possible. Payment is required by
cash, cheque or Eftpos.
Mrs Angie Miola, Uniform Shop Manager

SCHOOL EVENTS

Year Four “Pasta in the Valley” & Year One AQWA Excursions

CANTEEN NEWS
THANK YOU to our helpers last week, Millie N on Thursday and Jasenka M on Friday. Your help
and parents and friends support is always welcome and appreciated.
REMINDER
Sushi Day:
Wednesday 25th November
5 piece $5.50 or 6 piece $6.50
Choose from Tuna, Veggie or Chicken Teriyaki.
Please order by Friday 20th November

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS are now for sale
from the canteen with some fabulous prizes on offer!

Thank you, 2020 Canteen Staff

CANTEEN SWIMMING MENU
Week 7 & 8 25th November to 4th December
AVAILABLE DAILY
Sandwiches - Salad $3.50 Add Cheese, Ham, Egg 50c
Add Roll or Wrap 50c
Toastie - Vegemite & Cheese, Cheese & Tomato, Cheese $3.50,
Ham & Cheese, Ham Cheese & Tomato $4
or Tuna, Cheese and Mayo $4.50
Chicken Strips (x2) $4 add sauce 50c
Chicken Strip Wrap $4.50
WEDNESDAY
Chicken Burger or Beef Burger $5 plus cheese 50c
THURSDAY
Sausage Roll $3.50 add sauce 50c
Pie $4 add sauce 50c
Lasagne $4.50
FRIDAY
Nuggets (x5) $4 add sauce 50c
Hot dog $4
Sausage Roll $3.50 add sauce 50c
Pie $4 add sauce 50c
DRINKS
Water $1
Juice, Glee, Chill J, Oak Mini Shake $2
ICECREAMS
Icy pole ½ 50c full $1, Licks Mango, Berry Pink Lemonade $1
Icy Twist $1.50
Vanilla Cup $1.50
Paddle Pop, Minion Icy Blast off $2
Froyo $2.20 – Cracker Jack, Toasted Marshmallows or Caramel
Cheesecake only
Cyclone, Koala Choc Caramel $2.50

