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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

Every sunrise is a present, a gift from God above, gift-wrapped with scarlet ribbons and
tied with bows of love. Each is a new beginning, a time to start anew, while all the stars are
sleeping, and the rose is fresh with dew. Each day is a new creation, too lovely to ignore,
and we may find a blessing, just outside our door. We cannot keep the past,
like fireflies in a jar, nor journey to the future by wishing on a star.
Every sunrise is a blessing, a gift for just today.
Rejoice, my friend, embrace it…before it fades away!

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
Our last term of the year always seems to speed swiftly to a close. Our dedicated staff are busy
ensuring our students are being well prepared and supported as they complete their school year and
begin the transition into the next stage of their learning and development. It is certainly a demanding
time of the year, especially as teachers begin the reporting process and as students finalise their 2020
learning opportunities. It is wonderful that we have such a supportive and nurturing community to
assist during these challenging periods of the year. I thank all the children for directing their energies
towards their studies, the staff for their dedication and hard work and all community members for
assisting our students and school at this very busy time. 2020 has certainly been a challenging year
but we have met the challenges with courage and unity.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
Partnerships between parents and teachers are very important as together we support children
through the many activities and experiences at school as well as at home – the following advice
support this important partnership ensuring happy students doing well at school and at home.
 Start each day smoothly and peacefully with kind words, smiles and a hug. A child leaving a
happy home starts the day in a happy frame of mind, the best pre-condition for good learning.

 Set aside time every day after school to spend with your children, hearing about their day,
listening to what they are saying and paying them your full attention with no interruptions.
 Send your children to school with a nutritious breakfast inside them – one that includes protein,
fruit and good carbohydrates. Pack nutritious, healthy and tasty food in their lunch so that they eat
it all.
 Make sure they get plenty of sleep every night so their brains and bodies can grow.
 Use non-aggressive conflict resolution strategies so your children learn by example how to deal
effectively with their anger and frustration with others. Help them learn to share and take their turn.
 Place a high value on good manners and respect for others and their property.
 Model and teach time management and organisational skills. Use calendars and planners for
school and family life.
 Show your love of learning by going with them to the library, to concerts and art galleries. Fill
your home with books.
 Talk with respect about teachers. Deal with any issues in private, not in front of your child.
 Encourage them to take responsibility for their own learning.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
Annual General Meetings
Parents are invited to attend the School Board AGM, immediately followed by the Parents &
Friends AGM on Tuesday 17 November 2020 commencing at 7pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the most unique and beautiful aspects of Catholicism.
Jesus Christ, in His abundant love and mercy, established the Sacrament of Reconciliation, so that
we as sinners can obtain forgiveness for our sins and reconcile with God and the Church. Jesus said
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.’ And when he had
said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’ (John 20:21-23).
I take this opportunity to wish God’s blessings on all the children who are participating in the
preparation for Reconciliation. Our Year Three students have been busy in class preparing for this
Sacrament, which they will receive next Wednesday 28 October for the first time.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
School Drop Off & Pick Up
A reminder to all parents to please be vigilant in following the drop off and pick up
rules and the road rules in general when around the school. These rules and
procedures are in place to keep our children safe! Always always always drive
slowly and be on the constant look out when around schools. Your cars are big and
our kids are small.

“Here's to the crazy ones. The misfits. The rebels. The troublemakers. The round pegs in the
square holes. The ones who see things differently. They're not fond of rules. And they have no
respect for the status quo. You can quote them, disagree with them, glorify or vilify them. About the
only thing you can't do is ignore them. Because they change things. They push the human race
forward. And while some may see them as the crazy ones, we see genius. Because the people who
are crazy enough to think they can change the world, are the ones who do.” Rob Siltanen

God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE
Prayers Needed
Please keep in your prayers Carmelo Aquilia in Year 2
and his family at this difficult time.
During October our prayers are focussed on the Rosary
and our devotional practices to Our Lady.
May many people come to know Mary
and see her as a role model of piety and love for all.

2021 School Year
If you know that your child/children will not be attending St Lawrence Primary School in 2021,
please complete this form and return to the school office as soon as possible. This allows us to
make offers of placement to families on our waitlist and finalise arrangements for the new school
year.
Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020:_ ________

Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020: ________

Name of destination school: _____________________________________________________
Or unknown at this stage (circle)
Parent/Guardian: __________________________________

Signed: ________________________________________ Dated: __________________

HOME LEARNING TIPS
Tip Talk! Talk! Talk!
• Talk about everyday things as you do them at home – sorting the washing, setting the dinner table,
writing the shopping list. Point out things you see when out in the car, shopping or walking in the
park. Talk about street signs, patterns, numbers on houses or cars, plants and animals. Play ‘I Spy’
together
• It doesn’t matter if children don’t talk back at first, eventually they will! You can also start to ask
questions like ‘which sock goes with this one?’ and ‘how many plates do we need on the table?’
Older children can then get involved in activities like sorting the washing or writing and reading the
shopping list.
Tip Help your child develop social skills
Children learn social skills by mixing with different people and trying new things with
encouragement and praise.
• Talk to children about things they need to learn, ways they should act in different circumstances
and what is expected of them when they are at home or outside of home (e.g. at the shops, at school)
• Help build independence, responsibility and skills for teamwork by involving them in shared family
activities like preparing meals, setting the table, unpacking the shopping
• Play team games helping them in taking turns in a game, understanding rules for a game, and
resolving arguments without fighting
• Provide encouragement and praise. Tell them what they are good at. Tell them when you are proud
of them. Thank them for their helpfulness.

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
ROSARY
Each Friday after lunch through October,
all students from Year One to Year Six say a
decade of the Rosary in honour of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. This week the Year 5
will be leading us at line-up.
RECONCILIATION
All children receiving the Sacrament of
Reconciliation participated in a retreat today.
The retreat helped them learn more about
Reconciliation in preparation for them
receiving this Sacrament on Wednesday 28
October. The Year 3 students and their
families will be participating in a Family
Workshop this evening. We pray that the
children embrace the gift of reconciliation
every day in their lives, as they continue to
grow closer to God. Please keep the children
in your prayers.
EARLY YEARS INFORMATION
On Tuesday 27th October there will be an information evening for 2021 Pre Kindy, Kindy and
Pre-Primary parents at 6.00pm in the classrooms. Please ensure that at least one family member
attends this important information session.
Pre Kindy orientation morning will be on Thursday 29th October from 9.30.
ASSEMBLY
Our Year Sixes will be leading Assembly next Friday morning, 30th October. Due to COVID
Parents are still unable to attend. Photos will be taken and posted.
BOOK WEEK
This week is Book Week. Mrs Stanton has organised a design a book cover competition.
Children are encouraged to design bright new book covers.
Entries should be submitted to Mrs Stanton or Mrs Frenzel on an A4 piece of paper with your name
and class on the back.
Entries close at the end of Week 4 (Friday 6 November).
There will be a book prize for winners in Years 1-2 and Years 3-6 and a special book prize for the PP
winner. Prizes will be awarded at assembly in Week 5.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
Nominations are sought for the School Board and the Parents & Friends Association committee.
Nomination forms are available from the School Office
NO NUTS AT ST LAWRENCE
A reminder that our school is a nut friendly zone which means that students
should not bring ANY items of food where the key ingredient is nuts. This
means pastes such a Nutella and peanut butter, raw nuts or food with nuts as a
main ingredient such as muesli bars or chocolate bars containing nuts. We ask
that any of these foods not be brought to school for the safety of students who
are allergic to these products.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Miss Kathleen Tranquille & Mrs Gabrielle Brennan
Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
PRE KINDY
Our days at Pre Kindy will now be very busy with many fun activities to complete inside and outside
of the classroom. A reminder that next Tuesday, 27th October is the Kindergarten Parent Night at
6pm, with Mrs Rachel Wake.
As your child is growing and more familiar with
their classmates and teachers, I encourage you to
discuss with them about speaking up and telling
their teachers if they are not happy, if they need
something or if other children may be upsetting
them. It is important that they know they can
trust their teachers to listen to them and to help
sort out any worries in the classroom in a positive
manner. It is so important to build their resilience
in this way also. Next year they will be spending
more time in school and they need to have more
independence as well as control in a satisfactory
way. By having a good relationship with
teachers, they will grow in confidence when
difficulties may arise. Speaking up for
themselves is an important life skill.
We appreciate your support with this.
We hope you continue to enjoy seeing the shared
Seesaw photos of our day in Pre Kindy.
Mrs Kaylene Bozich, Pre Kindy Teacher
KINDERGARTEN
This week we are continuing to focus on the blue
letter sounds MRCHED. We will also be moving
on to blending three letter words (zipping the
sounds together) by playing games such as a guess
the word. I say “C (1 sec pause) a (1 sec pause) t”
the child should respond “Cat!”. This takes time
and will not always happen straight away. If your
child is having trouble zipping the sounds together
to make the word, then use less than 1 second pause
to make it easier for them to guess the word. Slowly
you want to make the pause longer, so they are
really learning to blend the sounds together to make
the word on their own.
The children enjoyed sharing what they did in the
holidays at Friday’s News Circle. This Friday the
topic for News Circle will be ‘My favourite weather
is…because…’. Please practice what your child will
say. We encourage them to bring in something from
home to support their news if they wish to do so.
This week we learn about where rain comes from and about the weather symbols, we see on Weather
Reports.
Next Wednesday 28th October we will be having a special ‘Rainbow Day’ as we will be learning
about rainbows and how they are made. On this special day we encourage the Kindy children to wear
rainbow or brightly coloured clothes, ribbons and/or streamers when they come to school. We have
some special activities planned this day! We can’t wait to see everyone dressed in their brightest
clothes.
Mrs Rachel Wake, Kindergarten Teacher

PRE PRIMARY
This week we have been hearing all about how
we were given our names. This is part of our
Religion program and the children have had so
much fun hearing all about each other’s names!
In Numeracy we have been learning about
different ways we can make a number- by writing
the numeral, writing the word, drawing a picture
to represent the number and then writing number
sentences. We have also been practicing writing
numbers - we are getting so good at this! We are
counting way past 100 now as we count how
many days we have been at school - can you
believe we have been learning for 148 days!
Our Protective Behaviours program this week
discusses who we would choose to be in our
network that we could talk to when we are feeling
scared, unhappy or unsafe. We identified 5 adults
we would choose- the children will be taking
home a paper doll chain that represents these
adults.
Don’t forget to put your name down on the parent roster- we love having the extra set of hands in the
classroom! Enjoy your weekend
Mrs Tania Preston, Pre Primary Teacher
YEAR ONE
Next Tuesday we will be going on our excursion to Perth Zoo. Please ensure all permission slips are
returned by this Friday
In Numeracy we have been looking at one half as one of two equal parts of a whole. The children
have been engaged in activities to assist their understanding of this.
We have started our unit of work in Design and Technology. We have been looking on the Perth Zoo
website to choose an animal we would like to investigate We’re learning all about animal habitats
and will be creating a diorama and writing an information report about our chosen animal.

Mrs Gloria Edwards, Year One Teacher
YEAR TWO
The children have been working so hard this term!
In Religion, we have been exploring what ‘rules’ are and why they are important to us. The children
have been discussing rules in their community, school and home that keep them safe. This week we
finally finished our STEAM project, Every Bird Needs A Home. We have designed a new area
within the school to attract birds and will soon share our project with you soon. We have some great
activities planned for Outdoor Classroom Day that is coming up in Week Four.
Miss Allison Spagnolo, Year Two Teacher

LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome to Book Week 2020
Usually awarded in August but postponed for the first time in its 75-year history, due to COVID-19
restrictions, the CBCA Book of the Year Awards were announced last Friday via livestream. In a
year which demonstrated how difficult the world can be, the Children’s Book Council of Australia
Book of the Year Awards have recognised thought-provoking and uplifting stories that allow young
people to take on all challenges. If you are interested in viewing the winners and honour books,
please follow the link to the CBCA website https://cbca.org.au/winners-2020.
Mrs Frenzel has outdone herself again with a wonderful display in the library. Pre Primary had a lot
of fun this week discussing what a curious creature might be and creating their own monstrous
creature.

Book Club
This week, we will be sending the last Book Club brochure for the year home with your child. Orders
need to be returned to school by next Tuesday, 27th October. This gives us enough time to ensure that
all orders are finalised by the end of the school year. You can use the LOOP system on the Scholastic
website or send cash in with your child’s order. Please ensure that their name and class are clearly
marked on the order form.
Book Cover Competition
As part of our Book Week celebrations, we are holding a Book Cover Competition in which the
children have been asked to create a cover for a favourite book or for a completely new story. We
have had several entries submitted already and look forward to seeing a lot more before the end of
Week 4 when the competition closes.

Mrs Jane Stanton, Teacher Librarian

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
PRE KINDY & KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS 2021
Students are not required to wear a school uniform, however, they are encouraged to wear an Early
Childhood T-shirt that you can purchase from the Uniform Shop. Children also need to be dressed in
practical clothing suited to the activities that take place in these year levels.
All components of the uniform must be purchased at the Uniform Shop, other than shoes, sandals,
tights and hair ties.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Wednesday 8.30 am to 9.30am and Thursday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Mrs Angie Miola, Uniform Shop Manager

COMMUNITY NEWS
Enrolments are now open for VacSwim swimming lessons during the summer school holidays.
VacSwim in January offers fun lessons at beach or pool locations during the long break. Not only are
they a great school holiday activity, they teach valuable safety skills to help keep your child safe in
the water.
Your children can start as young as five years old.
Don’t wait! Enrol your children in VacSwim now at education.wa.edu.au/vacswim

CANTEEN NEWS

A reminder that in week 4 the canteen is opening on Monday 2nd November
and closing Wednesday 4th November due to the sports carnival. Please use
Wednesday’s Menu.

Year 3 it is your rostered week to help this week. As yet, I have not had any offers! If you can
manage a couple of hours please let me know, this will very much be appreciated.

We have been busy with Birthday orders this week - $20 for cupcakes or m & m cookies or $15 for
brownie or icy poles for the class.
Next week we will be selling our Christmas Raffle tickets - there are
some incredible prizes this year- a $300 Bike Force Voucher kindly
donated by David Michael MLA, a scan pan set, a double movie
pass donated by Event Cinemas Innaloo and loads more!$5 each or
3 for $10!

Christina, Fran and Antonella
2020 Canteen Staff

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS
INTERSCHOOL CARNIVAL
•
•
•

As I am sure you are all aware the Interschool Carnival will take place this year on
Wednesday 4th November at the State Athletics Centre. Permission letters will go home this
week.
The students who are participating in 400m and 800m events have training before school on
Tuesday and Thursday morning leading up to the Carnival.
We will also start extra training at lunchtime in school. Well done to all students who have
been selected to represent the school.

Please email me if you are keen to volunteer your help at this event.
Thank you for your continued support
Mrs Claire Major, Physical Education Teacher

