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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

Let us ask the Lord for the grace not to speak badly of others, not to criticize,
not to gossip, but rather to love everyone.
Pope Francis

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
Our new Student leadership model is well under way. Our boys and girls are busy preparing for their
speeches and the election process. I include the following information taken from the Student
Leadership Policy.
The Election Process:
• Each applicant must make a 2-minute maximum speech in the school hall to the Years 4 and 5
students and class teachers, Education Assistants and the Leadership Team.
• A bell will sound 30 seconds before concluding your speech.
• All speeches must be concluded within the 2-minute timeframe.
• The speech schedule will be as follows:
Day One – Environmental Leaders
Day Two – Faith Leaders
Day Three – Student Leaders
Day Four – Sport Leaders
• The new leaders will be announced at the End of the School Year.
• At the first mass of the following year the leadership badges will blessed and presented to the
leaders.

The Voting Process:
• The election process will commence in Term 4.
• Year 4 and 5 students and class teachers, Education Assistants and the Leadership Team will have
the opportunity to vote for Environmental, Faith and Student Leaders.
• Students from Year 6, 5 and 4 from Faction groups will vote for Sport Leaders
• As with all matters in the school “The Principal will have the final say.” The principal reserves
the right to do so based on any grounds he/she perceives as relevant. These may be bound by
privacy and confidentiality clauses.
• A digital voting slip will be created using Google Forms for each Leadership Role.
• An email will need to be sent to the co-ordinators with the list of candidates for each role.
• A link will be created and send to the year 4 and 5 class teachers and the Leadership team.
• It is a requirement that the year 4 and 5 class teachers post this onto Teams so students can access
the link. Students and staff will click on the link, tick the boxes of three candidates they would like
to vote for and press submit.

Conditions of Applying:
The maximum number of leadership roles any student can apply for is two.
A student can only be appointed one leadership role.
SEQTA data and records will also be considered when judging the suitability of a candidate. (These
may be bound by privacy and confidentiality laws.)
The Principal will have the final say and the right to appoint all school leaders.
If leaders lose their badge the cost of the replacement badge will be at their own cost.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
Our school recently underwent a significant five-year cyclic review. These reviews take place to
monitor schools and review their progress over time and look at their future planning and areas of
target. Data sources for these reviews include, students, parents, parish staff and consultants from
the Catholic Education Western Australia. It is quite an arduous undertaking and I think any
principal sitting at the helm of a school undergoing a review will feel quite scrutinised.
A detailed report has been presented to the school’s leadership team and School Board.
I will continue to share the outcomes of this review and the impact on the direction of the school in
coming newsletters. In short, our school has been identified as a very successful and high achieving
school. We have a strong teaching and support staff who have a very clear and highly developed
vision of education, this is supported by exceptional pedagogical practice that is achieving
outstanding outcomes. Our Catholic Identity is strong, and we know our point of difference from
other schools to be centred on our faith and pastoral care.
Our school is very well resourced and maintained and has a very robust financial viability. Our
enrolments are near capacity and our community reputation is extremely positive. We are classically
termed a school of choice for people wanting an outstanding Catholic educational experience in
Balcatta.
The review panel consisting of five outside members concluded this after analysing all our school
data, interviewing key stakeholders and meeting with parents, children, staff and community
members. A number of recommendations for the next five years have been revived and we will
identify as a school how to achieve these in the coming years. I will share more about those in future
newsletter. I can simply say that the focus is to continue the work we have been undertaking and
maintaining the exceptional growth we have been experiencing.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
Next Week is Wellness Week. We take this occasion to provide families, students and staff with the
opportunity to build their own personal wellness. We are all responsible to take care of ourselves,
however in this busy world where many of us are time poor our own personal wellness may suffer.
Students are given opportunities to focus in class more on their personal wellness and to support
this, homework is cancelled. I encourage families to take this time and spend it together. Family
walks, device free nights. Reading together, cooking together, visiting grandparents, just spending
quality time together as a family can be so rewarding.
I have received much feedback from families who embrace school wellness week and spend
evenings together doing family orientated activities. With Christmas looming perhaps spend time
building a family plan on how you may give back to the community during December. Collect
bottles and use the money raised to buy tinned food for the group that need support at this time.
Build a list of jobs the children can do and reward them with tin food to be donated to charities at
the end of the year or tokens that you can exchange for a gift at the end of the year. This could then
become the gift you give at the end of the year when we put up the school Christmas tree and seek
gift donations for others in need. Thus, you spend family time planning and children work towards
achieving a real outcome for others. This would certainly help build emotional wellness and service
to others always makes us feel good about ourselves. Ultimately the less fortunate at Christmas will
also receive from our wellness efforts as well.
Here at St Lawrence Primary School we provide many wonderful opportunities for our children to
continue to come to know our Lord. Our Religious Education program includes many opportunities
for children to strengthen their understandings of God and to ponder life’s questions. Often formed
in the mode of “wonder questions”, where children are encouraged to ask questions and articulate
their own wonderings about God. All our Gatherings, Assemblies, Masses and Prayers also lead our
children to come closer to God. Visits by Father Emil and Father Adam also offer the children that
deeper connection to God. As we develop a personal relationship with God, we are able to become
more attuned to the working of the Lord in our own lives.
It is my personal long held belief that children are in fact masterful theologians. Definitions of
theology are shared below:
Theology (from Greek Θεός meaning "god" and λογία, -logy, meaning "study of") is the systematic
and rational study of concepts of deity and of the nature of religious truths, or the learned profession
acquired by completing specialized training in religious studies.
Augustine of Hippo defined the Latin equivalent, theologia, as "reasoning or discussion concerning
the Deity"; Richard Hooker defined "theology" in English as "the science of things divine".
When our children are talking about God, wondering in awe about God, articulating in their own
words their understandings of the Divine. Then to my mind of thinking our children are in fact being
theologians. It is the most special thing for me to listen to our little children tell me about God. You
would be surprised what I have learnt from our students over the years about God, where He resides
and how he is thinking and feeling. I was in our Three-Year-Old Kindy once when one of our
children told me, and I quote.. “God sits on my shoulder.” Now I ask you, how precious is that
inspired line of thinking that was articulated by a three-year-old.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
If you know that your child/children will not be attending St Lawrence Primary School in 2021,
please complete this form and return to the school office as soon as possible. This allows us to make
offers of placement to families on our waitlist and finalise arrangements for the new school year.
Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020:_ ________

Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020: ________

Name of destination school: _____________________________________________________
Or unknown at this stage (circle)
Parent/Guardian: __________________________________
Signed:

________________________________________Dated: __________________

I stumbled across this little image the other day…I thought it to be very apt…I often speak to our
boys and girls about all our actions having consequences. The same applies to us as adults. All
choices we make, all actions we take, all have consequences. The food we eat, the exercise we do or
don’t do, the narratives we repeat, what we say about people, what we post on social media…all
these choices, all have consequences. Sometimes we unwittingly make choices that have very
profound and negative consequences, but sometimes we make these choices and we have simply
failed to appreciate the potential consequences of the action taken. My point being…we should
always think things through. Make the wise choice, the informed choice, the choice that we are
happy to live with the consequence of, whatever that may be.
God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE
The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls. The Church commemorates all her
faithful children who have departed from this life. The Church has always taught us to pray
for those who have gone into eternity. Even in the Old Testament prayers and alms were
offered for the souls of the dead by those who thought ‘well and religiously concerning the
resurrection.’ It was believed that ‘they who had fallen asleep with godliness had great grace
laid up for them’ and that ‘it is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead’.

May we all find time during November to remember all who have
departed this life. I specially pray for all your loved ones who have
made their journey to eternity. May God’s angels have hastened to greet
them and may they now enjoy the rest and peace of perpetual light.

HOME LEARNING TIPS
I recently read this little snippet and thought it would be good to share. It is true as we all know that
when emotion becomes activated then reasoning becomes limited. At school we give children time to
de-escalate their emotion before we can talk through a situation or a poor choice. Once the emotions
have settled then reasoning resumes. This “think time” varies according to individuals. In fact, these
exact principles can be applied to adults, we all need to remove our emotions, which cloud
judgements from time to time before we can effectively reason. So, I was interested to see this piece
of advice in an article I read:
MANAGING MISBEHAVIOUR - Too much talk overwhelms children …
A child’s ability to take in information is finite
In a situation of heightened emotion, too much talk affects children’s ability to think properly
Children often cannot understand or accept the reasoning of parents who talk too much
It gives us something to think about. When we talk too long or too much our children quite literally
cannot process all the information.

Merit Award Winners – Leadership Assembly

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
RECONCILIATION
Congratulations to our Year 3 students who will be receiving the Sacrament of
Reconciliation tonight at 6.30pm. Please keep our Year 3 students, their families
and teachers in your prayers. This sacrament is one of love, forgiveness and
healing, marking a significant step in the spiritual journey of our students. Many
thanks to Father Emil, Father Adam who together with teachers, parents/carers
and the St Lawrence Parish Community prepared the candidates to receive this
Sacrament.
Outdoor Classroom Day is a global movement to inspire and celebrate
outdoor play and learning, at home and at school. It gives children the
opportunity to learn outside and assists in the development of essential
life skills such as problem solving, teamwork and creativity.
Further information about Outdoor classroom day can be found at
https://outdoorclassroomday.com.au/ Our teachers have collaborated and
planned a variety of experiences for your child to participate in over the course of this day.
All students will be participating in Outdoor Classroom Day on Thursday 5th November. As part
of our outdoor learning experience, students from Pre Primary to Year 6 will walk over to
Grindleford Park on Grindleford Drive in Balcatta for lunch. Students will walk to and from the park
with their buddies. Students may still order their lunch from the canteen on this day. We are all
looking forward to a wonderful day of outdoor learning.
We are all very excited to be taking part in this initiative and hope your child has a wonderful day
outdoors. Further information regarding the organisation of this day will be sent to parents by
classroom teachers.
REPORTS
Semester Two reports will be available on SEQTA on Friday 11 December at 4pm. Most families
should already have access to electronic reports via SEQTA at https://stlawbal.coneqtp.cathednet.wa.edu.au please bookmark this website to your favourites. All Pre-Primary families
who do not have an older child in the school and new families to the school have been sent a
‘Welcome Email’ to register for a SEQTA Engage account.
Existing families with a current account are encouraged to check that they are able to log in. If you
cannot log in, please follow the process below to create a new password. Please contact the school
office if you have any issues or queries.
1. Click on the ‘forgot your password?’ Link
2. Enter your email address in the relevant box and click on ‘reset my password’
3. Go to your email inbox and reset your password following the instructions in the email.
Please be aware that the password reset email will expire after 1 hour of being generated.
SWIMMING
Swimming lessons for students in Years 1 to 6 will commence on Monday 23
November and conclude on Friday 4 December. The swimming lessons will
take place at Terry Tyzack Aquatic Centre in Inglewood. Information
regarding swimming lessons will be sent home with your child/children this
week. The bus permission slip and enrolment form must be completed and
returned to school by Wednesday 4 November to allow the swimming instructors time to plan their
groups and lessons.
Mrs Gabrielle Brennan & Miss Kathleen Tranquille, Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
YEAR THREE
Our class STEM excursion was amazing. Children
got to use the engineering- design process to build a
sturdy rollercoaster out of paper and card to help
manoeuvre their marble in a race to the finish line.
Congratulations to all the Year 3s for creating
outstanding rollercoasters and working as a team to
complete the STEM challenge.
Wellness week is scheduled for next week (week 4).
The children will not be receiving a new homework
grid until week 5. Children should still continue to
read and retell stories to help improve their
comprehension skills.
A reminder that children will be receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time tonight
at 6.30pm. Children will NOT be required to wear
their school uniform however, a neat and appropriate
outfit is encouraged. Children have made beautiful
pew markers to direct families to where they need to
sit on the night. A family member will be requested to pin a medallion on their children at the
beginning of the ceremony.
Thank you for the support you have given your children during their preparation for this special
Sacrament. May your children receive the peace and love of God’s forgiveness.
Miss Kathleen Tranquille, Year Three Teacher
YEAR FOUR
What an incredibly busy start we have had to term
4. In Religion, we have been continuing to look at
our relationships with others. We have been coming
up with strategies we can use to solve differences
and forgive one another.
We have completed our Math unit on fractions and
are now focusing on telling time using digital and
analogue clocks. In Talk for Writing we learnt our
new persuasive text – a letter from Mr. Carey that
persuaded us to wear our school uniforms at St
Lawrence Primary School.
The children have loved working on coding in
Digital Technologies. We have learnt how to write
algorithms using shapes and symbols and explored
different apps like Bee Bots and Kodable.
We have some very important dates coming up
including our excursion to Scitech next Tuesday,
Interschool Athletics Carnival and Outdoor
Classroom Day. Could I please ask you to regularly check emails and Seesaw for any important
information.
Miss Kayla Fogliani, Year Four Teacher

YEAR FIVE
The Year Five students are working hard
preparing their speeches for our upcoming
leadership elections which will take place
in Week 5. Last week we took part in the
RAC Imagine Program. It was a
wonderful day of hands on learning about
the transport and technology in the past,
present and future. The students enjoyed
riding on the Intellibus, using the virtual
reality headsets to rescue someone on the
RAC helicopter and working with a partner
to create different modes of transport.
A big thank you to Mrs Caccamo, Mrs
Lubieri, Mr and Mrs Russo, Mrs Wilson
and Mr Tonge for their help throughout the
day.
Next week is Wellness Week and it is
going to be a busy week. We will take part
in the Interschool Athletics Carnival,
Outdoor Classroom Day and Crazy Hair
Day.
A reminder that the children must have all the necessary stationery to be able to complete all set
work. This includes headphones. Many students are without these and it makes it difficult for some
tasks to be completed.
Mrs Roselyn Pizzino, Year Five Class Teacher
YEAR SIX
The Year Six students will be presenting Assembly on Friday. They will come dressed as the saint
they chose for Confirmation. Some will be able to use costumes of mine. I would appreciate you
assisting your son or daughter with organising a simple outfit from things you have around the
house. Students will change into their summer uniform afterwards. As government restrictions still
prevent parents from attending whole school assemblies, we have created videos for much of the
Assembly which will be uploaded to Seesaw on Friday for you to view.
The students have discussed human development recently and it would be timely for you to raise this
matter with your child. The Interschool Athletics Carnival is next Wednesday and notes have come
home for those students attending. Despite the restrictions, I hope to see many of you there for your
son/daughter’s final carnival.
Mr Phil Haydon, Year Six Teacher

Monday 2 November – All Souls Day
Students from Years 4 to 6 will join
the St Lawrence Parish Mass on
Monday at 9am.

WELLNESS WEEK

To celebrate our final Wellness
Week for 2020, all students are
invited to come to school on
Friday 6th November in free
dress and with a crazy
hairstyle.
We are looking forward to a great
day and seeing some wacky and

crazy hairdos.
Term 4 Wellness Group

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE!
Congratulations and well-done St Lawrence! A big thank you to
everyone for supporting our school and the Containers for Change
program. As a school community we worked together to fill the bin
provided to us by the City of Stirling in less than three weeks. This
morning the bin was collected and now our recycling efforts start
again. A reminder that the containers must be clean and with the lids
removed. Milk containers cannot be recycled.
Thank you all for your continued support. Keep recycling!
St Lawrence Sustainability Group

LIBRARY NEWS
As part of our look at life in colonial Australia, Year 4 had an “Art Gallery” experience this week.
We looked at eight Australian paintings from the colonial era. The children walked around the
“gallery” with a clipboard, writing down some of the things that they saw. They looked at what
transport was used, what clothing was worn, and some of the jobs people did during this period of
Australian history.

Mrs Jane Stanton, Teacher Librarian

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
2021 PRE-PRIMARY STUDENTS
Students commencing Pre-primary in 2021 are required to wear a compulsory uniform including the
St Lawrence school bag. Please refer to the email dated 15th October.
Parents please note that your child's uniform order must made by 6th November. This will enable the
orders to be packed and ready for payment and collection by late November.
COLLECTION OF UNIFORMS YR 1 2021
Uniform orders that have been placed for students commencing in Year 1, 2021 are now ready for
collection. Please note that payment is required by cash, cheque or EFTPOS.
EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS
PRE-KINDY and KINDERGARTEN children are not required to wear school uniforms. They are
encouraged to wear a St Lawrence Early Childhood T-shirt.
St Lawrence Library Bags are compulsory for purchase for Kindergarten students.
All components of uniform must be purchased at the uniform shop.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Wednesday 8.30 am to 9.30am and Thursday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Mrs Angie Miola, Uniform Shop Manager

CANTEEN NEWS
•

•
•

Next week the canteen is open Monday, Thursday and Friday.
Wednesday’s menu will be available on Monday.
Year One - it is your week to help. If you can spare a couple of hours on Thursday or Friday,
please let me know. Thank you for all your help which is always appreciated.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS
Are now on sale - $5 each or 3 for $10.
There are some fabulous prizes:
❖ $300 Bike Force voucher kindly donated by David
Michael.
❖ Scan pan pot set valued at $299
❖ Double movie pass donated by Event Cinemas Innaloo
❖ Massage voucher valued at $50

Christina, Fran and Antonella
2020 Canteen Staff

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 2020
As I am sure that you are all aware the NECPSA Inter School Athletics Carnival is due to take
place next Wednesday 4th November. Students from Year 3-6 that have been selected to represent
the school at this event will be bringing home a permission slip today.
The children will be expected to wear their yellow St Lawrence sports shirts, their red sports shorts
or skorts and their school hat on this day. They are allowed to wear their preferred running shoes on
this day but there are to be no spikes or studs and they must be appropriate.
Unfortunately, the Years 1 and 2 students no longer participate in the Inter School event.
The approximate guide for the day is:

TIMETABLE
8.40am

Buses leave St Lawrence for State Athletic Centre

9.15am

Schools Arrive. Welcome and opening prayer

9.30am (approx.)

Races commence
Children are to eat morning tea at teacher’s discretion

12.30pm (approx.)

Races recommence

2.00pm

Students gather in stands for trophy presentations

Parents may collect their child/children from the stands by signing them out
with Mr Haydon or Mrs Milne. If someone other than a parent is collecting a
child/children a note must be written prior to Tuesday and handed to the class
teacher.
2.30pm

Buses leave for St Lawrence

Thank you for your continued support.
Claire Major, Physical Education Teacher

Interschool Athletics Carnival Information for Parents/Guardians
The interschool athletics carnival will take place on Wednesday 4th November at the WA Athletics
Stadium in Mt Claremont. As the state government has decided to remain in Stage 4 of the Roadmap
to Recovery and the carnival is not a ticketed event it will take place with the following COVID 19
restrictions;
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical distancing requirements for students (regardless of age) is not mandatory, thus
students from the same school will be seated together.
All parents and spectators are required to sit in each schools designated parent and spectator
area.
Physical distancing between adults from different family groups and school staff is
mandatory. Members from the same family may be seated together with no physical
distancing between individuals. However, a 1.5 metre ‘bubble’ should be planned around
each person/family group. If your family are planning to attend, they may sit near each other,
but distance MUST be maintained between different family groups.
Parents are not permitted to approach the finish line or be on the running track. Any parents
who come into this area will be asked to move and races will not commence until parents are
in the designated parent and spectator area.
Students will remain in bays when not participating and parents are asked NOT to enter the
student zone.
All students must bring their own personal water bottle.
Students must bring their own recess and lunch.
Sanitising stations will be located in each bay and everyone is asked to follow the correct
sanitising procedures.
Sports equipment will be regularly sanitised.

We ask that everyone adheres to the rules so we can run a COVID friendly carnival that is enjoyed
by all. We thank you in advance for your cooperation.
Yours sincerely,
Mark Ryan – Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School Principal
Justin Tuohy - St Denis Catholic Primary School Principal
Sheldon Carey – St Lawrence Primary School Principal
Mitchell Bristow – St Gerard’s Catholic Primary School Principal
David Barns – Majella Catholic Primary School Principal

COMMUNITY NEWS

