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The vision of St Lawrence Catholic Primary School, Balcatta is to share the message of God’s love and friendship in a
community of learners, developing the full potential of each child.

By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each month of the
year to a certain devotion.
In November, it is the Holy Souls, those faithful Christians who
have died and gone before us.
Praying for the dead, especially for those we have known, is a
requirement of Christian charity.
Let us all pray
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Inspiring Christ-Centre Leaders
The Election Process:
• Each applicant must make a 2-minute maximum speech in the school hall to the Years 4 and 5
students and class teachers, Education Assistants and the Leadership Team.
• A bell will sound 30 seconds before concluding your speech.
• All speeches must be concluded within the 2-minute timeframe.
• The speech schedule will be as follows:
Day One – Environmental Leaders
Day Two – Faith Leaders
Day Three – Student Leaders
Day Four – Sport Leaders
• The new leaders will be announced at the End of the School Year.
• At the first mass of the following year the leadership badges will blessed and presented to the
leaders.
The Voting Process:
• The election process will commence in Term 4.
• Year 4 and 5 students and class teachers, Education Assistants and the Leadership Team will have
the opportunity to vote for Environmental, Faith and Student Leaders.
• Students from Years 6, 5 and 4 from Faction groups will vote for Sport Leaders
• As with all matters in the school “The Principal will have the final say.” The principal reserves
the right to do so based on any grounds he/she perceives as relevant. These may be bound by
privacy and confidentiality clauses.
• A digital voting slip will be created using Google Forms for each Leadership Role.

• An email will need to be sent to the coordinators with the list of candidates for each role.
• A link will be created and send to the Years 4 and 5 class teachers and the Leadership Team.
• It is a requirement that the Years 4 and 5 class teachers post this onto Teams so students can access
the link. Students and staff will click on the link, tick the boxes of three candidates they would like
to vote for and press submit.
Conditions of Applying:
The maximum number of leadership roles any student can apply for is two .
A student can only be appointed one leadership role.
SEQTA data and records will also be considered when judging the suitability of a candidate. (These
may be bound by privacy and confidentiality laws.)
The Principal will have the final say and the right to appoint all school leaders.
If leaders lose their badge the cost of the replacement badge will be at their own cost.

Catholic Schools of Excellence
Annual General Meetings
Parents are invited to attend the School Board AGM, immediately
followed by the Parents & Friends AGM on Tuesday 17
November 2020 commencing at 7pm.

School Disco
The School Disco will take place on Friday 20 November. COVID 19 restrictions will be in place.
Further information to follow.

Catholic Pastoral Communities
Here are 5 tips to help improve your family's wellness:
1. Cook with your kids
Instead of picking up dinner on the way home or popping something frozen into the microwave or
oven, consider gathering up the whole crew to help make dinner at least once per week.
2. Family night
Designate one night a week as "family night" and plan to do an activity together. One idea is to play
a board game as a family.
3. Hold regular family meetings
Children like to be part of the decision-making process. Weekly family meetings can allow even
young children to help plan meals, determine who will do what chores, what activities the family will
engage in, and the establishment of family rules and consequences.
4. Open those scrapbooks or photo albums
If you already have family albums, take time to review them. Bonding over shared memories and
experiences can be a great stress reliever and allows each member of the family to see how much
they have grown over the years.
5. Volunteer
Find opportunities in your neighborhood or city and volunteer as a family. Clean up a stretch of
beach or highway, help build a home, serve a meal at a homeless shelter, plant trees—there are no
shortages of ways you can help.

Accessible, Affordable and Sustainable
If you know that your child/children will not be attending St Lawrence Primary School in 2021,
please complete this form and return to the school office as soon as possible. This allows us to make
offers of placement to families on our waitlist and finalise arrangements for the new school year.
Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020:_ ________

Child’s name: ______________________________________

Class 2020: ________

Name of destination school: _____________________________________________________
Or unknown at this stage (circle)
Parent/Guardian: __________________________________
Signed:

________________________________________Dated: __________________

God bless and enjoy your week.

Sheldon Carey
M Ed, B Ed, Grad Dip
Principal

PASTORAL CARE

HOME LEARNING TIPS
During reading sessions these are the types of questions your child might be asked at school.
You can include some of these questions when you talk about reading at home too.
The following questions require your child to get clues from the text to answer:
1. How do you think the character was feeling?
2. How would you change the ending?
3. How would you describe the changes in the character/setting?
These questions require your child to refer back to the text:
4. What were the characters’ names?
5. What was the setting?
6. What did each character do?
7. What happened at the beginning, middle and end of the text?
The following questions require your child to think about the main messages:
8. What do you think is the main message in the story or text?
9. Can you relate it to another event or issue?
10. Do you agree with the views of the author?
11. What is your opinion about the message in the story?
12. How could other people see it differently?

Merit Award Winners 30 October 2020

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS
INTERSCHOOL SPORTS CARNIVAL
Congratulations to all the students who participated in the Interschool Sports Carnival today.
To all the children who participated, well done we are very proud of you for the way you gave your
very best and for your amazing sportsmanship.
A special thank you to Mrs Major for training the children not only in Physical Education lessons but
before school and to Mrs Del Borrello who assisted Mrs Major.
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY
All students will be participating in Outdoor Classroom Day on
Thursday 5th November. Just a reminder that students from Pre
Primary to Year 6 will walk over to Grindleford Park in Balcatta for
lunch. Students will walk to and from the park with their buddies.
Students may still order their lunch from the canteen on this day. Children will need to bring a hat,
their lunch and a water bottle in a small backpack instead of their school bag. We are all looking
forward to a wonderful day of outdoor learning.
WELLNESS WEEK
This week is Wellness Week. With the prevalence of mental health issues affecting many of our
young people, it is important to teach our children to take time out to relax and enjoy leisure time
particularly time away from screens. Go for a walk or a swim, visit a family member or maybe have
a meal out together with your loved ones.
▪ The Year Four will be leading our Assembly next Friday 13
November. Due to COVID parents are still unable to attend. Photos will
be taken and posted.
▪ The Year Five students will lead us in a Remembrance Service on
Wednesday 11th November at 11am in the undercroft.
▪ The Year Five students will be presenting their speeches next week for
Leadership Roles in 2021.
▪ The Year Six students will be visiting Servite on Monday 9th
November for orientation.

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS
On Monday, the Year 4, 5 and 6 classes celebrated All Souls Day
by joining the Parish for Mass. All Souls Day is celebrated
annually on the 2nd November.

Miss Kathleen Tranquille & Mrs Gabrielle Brennan
Assistant Principals

CLASS NEWS
PRE KINDY
We complete our focus - ALL ABOUT FUN this week
and we have had lots of fun with all our activities.
I hope you enjoyed meeting our Kindergarten teacher,
Mrs Rachel Wake at the Parent Information Evening last
Tuesday. It is hard to believe the children will soon be
finishing their time with us in Pre Kindy – only six
weeks to go!
Tomorrow is Outdoor Education Day which will be
celebrated by the whole school. Pre Kindy will be
completing a very special outdoor project tomorrow as
well as finding a nice shady tree outside to eat our lunch
under. We will post photos on Seesaw so you can share
in what we did.
Next week we begin our final focus for the year –
CHRISTMAS! During the final weeks of Pre Kindy
we will be talking about the magical time of Christmas.
Our plan is to highlight this very special time when we
celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus.
Mrs Kaylene Bozich, Pre Kindy Teacher

KINDERGARTEN
We are so proud of the children’s learning
this year! It is great to see the improvement
in the children writing their names. Keep
going and remember to use a capital, then all
lower-case letters.
Just a reminder that the children can access
a website program called Reading Eggs
throughout the year. Username and
password details were handed out at the start
of the year and I encourage all parents to
take advantage of this great resource for
your children.
Last week we celebrated all things rainbow
as we have been learning about the weather.
We made rainbow coloured fairy bread,
painted and coloured in and painted
rainbows.
This week we began our focus on ‘Under the Sea’. The children are very excited for our upcoming
excursion to AQWA. The permission slip needs to be returned by this Friday please. This week’s
news topic is: Something that lives under the sea.
It is also important now that the weather is warming up to remember to apply sunscreen before
arriving at school. Have a great week everyone!
Mrs Rachel Wake, Kindergarten Teacher

PRE PRIMARY
Our Religion program this week has had us reflect upon how we can live like Jesus. The children
have illustrated so many wonderful ways this can be done in our everyday lives.
Last week we had fun retelling the story of the “Three Little Pigs” to our Year Five buddies. They
were thoroughly entertained! This week we begin our story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We
will be discussing the choices that Goldilocks made and the importance of saying sorry.
In Maths, we have been learning how to collect data. We have had so much fun finding out which pet
was the most popular in our class. We have discovered how to tally and represent our data in a graph.
This term is flying past! Here are a few reminders for your diary:
Thursday 5th November:

Outdoor Classroom Day- please send your child in with a small
backpack containing lunch and recess.
th
Friday 6 November:
Free Dress and Crazy Hair Day
Friday 13th November:
Fairytale Day- children can dress up in their favourite fairy tale
character
Thursday 19th November: Scitech excursion
Friday 4th December:
Pre Primary Assembly- The Nativity
Mrs Tania Preston, Pre Primary Teacher
YEAR ONE
I was so proud of the way the children conducted themselves at the zoo last week. They enjoyed
exploring the Australian Bushwalk exhibit and learnt more about our native animals and their needs.
The children have begun to design their animal habitat dioramas and are looking forward to creating
them.
During Numeracy we have been learning about Australian coins and how
the size of the coins do not determine their value. The Year Ones have
had the opportunity to identify and add up coins in our class little shop.
Tomorrow is Outdoor Classroom Day and the children will be working
together with their Year 6 buddies on some fun nature-based activities. A
reminder that the children will need to bring a small bag/backpack (not
their school bag) for their recess, lunch and drink bottle.

Mrs Gloria Edwards, Year One Teacher

YEAR TWO
We are approaching the end of term. So much wonderful learning has
been happening in Year 2. In Mathematics we have been learning about
fractions and this week we created our own pizza toppings using
fractions focusing on halves and quarters. Over the last few weeks in art
we have been creating tropical birds using different paint techniques and
patterns. Our narrative writing focus is on openings and we have been
using adjectives to help with the descriptiveness of our writing. Be sure
to check Seesaw to view our writing pieces.
We are looking forward to Outdoor Classroom Day tomorrow and will
be planting seedlings and creating bee hotels. We can’t wait to show you.
Miss Allison Spagnolo, Year Two Teacher

LIBRARY NEWS
During Rerm 4, Year 6 have been looking at elements of Australian identity, and how this has
changed over time.
Over the last two weeks, we have been looking at the poem “My Country” by Dorothea MacKellar,
written in 1908. The most famous lines “I love a sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains …”
The children were asked to respond to the poem through art – they have created some beautiful
pictures of Australian landscapes using oil pastels. These are now on display in the library.

Mrs Jane Stanton,
Teacher Librarian

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
2021 PRE-PRIMARY STUDENTS
Students commencing Pre-Primary in 2021 are required to wear a compulsory uniform including the
St Lawrence school bag.
Please have your child's uniform ordered by 6th November, so that orders can be packed. Payment is
required when orders are collected by late November.
COLLECTION OF UNIFORMS YEAR ONE 2021
Uniform orders that have been placed for your child’s commencement of Year 1, 2021 are now ready
for collection. Please note that payment is required by cash, cheque or EFTPOS.
EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS
Pre-Kindy and Kindergarten children are not required to wear a school uniform. They are encouraged
to wear a St Lawrence Early Childhood T-shirt.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Wednesday 8.30 am to 9.30am and Thursday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Mrs Angie Miola, Uniform Shop Manager

FATHERING PROJECT – 2021 CAMP
5-6 March 2021
Limited numbers
Further information to follow.
Patrick King, Co-ordinator

Interschool Carnival – Congratulations on winning the
Seniors & Team Games Trophies

CANTEEN NEWS
❖ Thanks to my helper Daniela F last Thursday, it was very much appreciated.

❖ If anyone can spare an hour or so tomorrow after 11 or Friday, please let me know.
❖ Outdoor Classroom day is tomorrow. The children are still able to place their order.
Pasta will not be available.
❖ Xmas Raffle tickets are now for sale from the canteen with some fabulous prizes on offer!

